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τωο Government, as promledd.” ids i Wiidisseh the Ween? 


of the cemcanist ciilitary betid-up on the ialaad of Cube. aly withia the 


last week, unmistakable evideace haa established the fact that a series af 
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offensive auclear missile ὑάδῶο is now onder isteasive preparatica on that 
unhappy island. = 

Feur sad peesibly give af these basco are Medixs:: Range sallietic 
pifesile sitee, ceutaiaing 4 laaachers each, with two missiles te be leaded 
oa each lanucher. Sach of these 32 c.lseties js capable of carrying α 3000 
pound aaclear warhesd of 2 c:egatous ia yield or more -- at least 106 times 
as destructive es the bomb which destroyed Hircehima -- far a distance ef 
710f@ thao 1300 cautical oviies. “seh of these 352 nisefles, in ehort, is 
capacie οὐ wiping οὐδ Vashingtou, [.C., the Pasame Canal, Cape Canaverai, 
clorida, -.exico City, or any other city in the Southenatera part of the 
United States, im central An.ertca or in the Caribbesa ares. 

wighS οὐδοῦ lauseb-peds sew sadder coastructioa iz two separate sites 
appear te be dosigned for simtesa Intermediate Raage Jallietic = issiies -- 
cagehie ef weveiiiag n.cre than twice δα (ar ead causing several tis:¢s as ...uch 
doewrenties -- oud thas capanie of devastating set af the United States ' ainiand, 
nos of Latin Ameriea, and c.cet of Caneda. in addition, large aan oers od 
median. range jet bombers, capable of carrying cuaclear weapoas, are now 
being uncrated oa Ceba, while appropriate sir bases are neing prepared. 

This urgeat trsrernrciation ww Cuba juts » pripie thrategic case oy the 


presence of these lacge, long-range and cleariy offensive weapons of sudden 
destruction constitutes δὰ open threat to the peace aad security of ail the 
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Aaneriess ««- im aaked δά deliberate defiance ef the Rie Pact of 1947, 

the ewaditiens of thta a:ties ced Hesaiaphere. ibe Jcint καὶ :eelation of the 
S7th Congress aad ary ewe warnings te the communists ca September <4 aad 
12, Thie action alse ceatradicts the repeated assurances ef Seviet and 
Cabea spekeemen, beth pabiliciy aad privately delivered, that the arme 
suild-ap ia Cuba weald retain ite original defensive character. 

The size of thie undertaking makes ciear that {i had been plsaaned 
eermne meaths age. Yet only last menth, after [ had clearly stated that 
greand-tdgreund missiles weuld be regarded es an offensive threat, the 
Soviet Ceverament stated that ‘the armaments aad military equipment 
seat to Caba are desigued exclusively fer defensive purposes”, that " there 
is ao ceed (er the Soviet Unies te ehift ite weapons... fer a retaiiatery 
blow (tsat is, ite strategic or affensive weapene) to eny other country, ior 
instance Taba“, aad chat ‘the Soviet Unien has se powerful reciets to carr; 
these auciear warheads that there ig ae aved to search fer sites for the: 
beyoad the boundaries of the Soviet Jauica. “ 

Jaly last Thursday, ac this offensive build-ap wae geiag 22, -o0viet 
} exeiga Minister Gremyke toid me in ay office that he was imatructed to 
make i εἶδαν duce again, as he caid the Geviet Goverameat had already 
dene, that Soviet agsistance te Cube ‘percued selely the purpose 6ι 
ceatribeting te the defense capabilities of Cuba" that --"training by -uviet 
specialistea ef Cubsa aationale ia Asadling defeusive armaments was by 
ne neans sifensive, ' anc thot τ if were otbaervise. tua leviet VCoverament 


would have aever become involved in readering tuca διδιυίδλαςα." 
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ie wi Attar ef Aimurice weed cot and cornet talerate 
dedinndis: theegthek 204 offensive threats en the part of any antioa, large 
er emall. We as longer live ia a wereld where only the actual firing of 
weepeae represeais α sufficient chailcage te ἃ uations eoecurity te 
constitutes en “armed attack“ ender Article δὲ of the UN Charter. 
Masiear weapeus are 66 destructive, and bailistie missiles are seo ewilt, 
that any inereaaed pocsibility ef their use er any sudden change ia the 
nature ef their threat may well require an act of cclf-dsfeuse. 

Fer many yeare, both the Seviet Usien and the United see « 
recoguiaing this principle -- heve depleyed such weapons with gresg 
care, sever upectting the precarious etatus que which belaaced off the 
ase ef theese weapons in the abeence of seme vital challenge. Theece 
Jeplayments are act, of course, comperable. Our own weazens systems, 
such as . οἰδείδ διά Mtputeman, have sever been secretly transferred te 
the terrttery ef any other astien, and they have alwaye empaasised 
invudserability -- becagse they are intended ta be retaliatory act 
offensive, and basnase cur histery, aniltke that of the Sevicts siace ὅν erid 
War &, <> dqmanntvates thas we bave ae desire te deminate er conquer 
chew cnibiite wr tmpese eur gysttem ἀφοῦ them. Nevertheless, American 
citisene have become adjucted to living daily en the ball’s eye of Seviet 
missiles lecated tneide the USER oF in submarines, in that sense, cur 


daager teday hae not bern greacly inet1ta8+¢. 


«ὦ- 

But δο εὐλϑια, υνετοὲ ond ceafruetriaaty ὑπελ΄ ον of communist 
«ϑοδπα ta on eves. well-kaewa ὃ» anve & special and aistoricel relationship 
te the Jaited States, ta vielaticn of Soviet assurances, in departare from the 
Seviet practice of stationing etrategic weapene only en Soviet οὐδὲ, and in 
defiance of American snd hemiopheric policy. is a provecative aad anjustified 
change in the status que which canmet be secapted by tis country, if cues 
courage sad our cemmitments are ever te be believed (5 the future by either 
friead er fee. 

i the 1930's taught 46 any leeson δὲ all. it wae that aggreastve 
coaduet, if allowed te grow unchecked sad unchallenged, ultir-ately leads 
to war. This nation ts eppesed to war. “e are alze true to cuz werd. Cav 
unswerving objective, therefore, mast be te take whatever steps are 
necessary to prevent the aze of theee nissiles against this or any other 
couatry, and to secure the withdrawai er elimination of these missiles from 
within the ¥cetesa Hendspkere. 1 an: se tafeermiag President Dortices af 
Cube aad voviet Chasizrmaa Khrushchev by seperate τόδε siready dispatched. 

Acting, therefore, ia the defense of cur own security sad that of the 
entése Weators Memisphere, sad with the extherity entrusted to me by the 
Comstiiation os enflarsed by the Resolution of the Congress, | have directed 
that the fellewing initial steps be taken immediately: 

i) τῆσδε (ὁ halt thie offensive build-up, there is ta de initiated 
a fall sleckade oa all off4uatve ἐδ Δ. unCes Chigincs}  Caba,_ineluding 


any rratertel—euch-as-pe vies. which 14 -evveatlil 16 ὧκ speration of these — 


.4-. 
wenguns. Segh ὦ Maeczace can cicariy te caches isod sth by the requirements 
of Ge 8. οοδ᾿ ἀνάευσο and by the Orgen of Cencultation of the Organisation 

of Amertcan States, acting ender Articles 6 aad ὃ of the Rie Treaty and 

this year’s Punta dei Este Reseiution. Ali chipe bound for Cuba, fren: 
whatever nation or pert, will ve halted aad searched -- and those which 

are faund te contain cargoes of weapons, and those which refuse to halt, 

will be dealt with appropriately under the rules ef international law. Such 

a blockade aay be extended, if needed. te any other type ef carge διά carrier. 
Aad let me make it clear that this Weckade will set caly prevents completion 


of the current offensive build-«ap ca Cube. It will alse require the Goeviet 


Unies to choese between fig! ting the American Nevy in Americaa waters, 
, Oo rita. iti Cty ἐκ Che ae Le esyec- ae δ΄ 4υ. 

ra τε [εἰ ob to ker. Castres; eciegdiraiad sic ina 

ce Bel iit Bae ea ars “ a 


δὲ) ξδορφηξε ἢ have directed ΕΑ: ΒΕ ΕἸΠΕ τ ine rease > 
Seah dese eurveliience of Cube and its rilitary ee ag contemplated 
in the GAS Countsuanique of Cetober 6; ἜΠΒ hee cd eae action if that” 
Pag ary pagers {pare agrees one and = Fequires) cad-to taciude the “hed these air aad 


riissile sages os the targeting syeterm of cur strategic end retaliatory forces. 
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3 Shwe, Ἢ shell tc tho poliuy ef this sation to regard aay 
miestic launched from Cebe a6 an attack by the Soviet Union requiring 4 
ποδϑαῖνα retaliatory reepease epea the Soviet Unica. 

4} φασίν, we shall arge the GN and the JAS to demand remeval 
of these ofiensive weapous, and the prempt dispatch of en international 


inspection team te make certaia that this is dene. 
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5) Filth, te bring further scenemic pressure on the Castro 
regime, aad increase ite heavy cost te the Soviet Usien, I am iesuing ἃ 
directive -- fellewing up the ombarge eon G. 5. trade which | imposed 
last Sebruary -- desigaed te deter the shige ef all aaticons which trade with 
che United States (rem ferrying arme or ¢ anist cargees of any rind 
to Labs. Tight restrictionn σὰ Americana flag shipe ren Late effect last 
moath; aad all Americas shipments aad freights te Cuba are aew to be 
halted. 

6) Sisth, as a aecessary military precaution, { have reinforced 
our baee at Cuaséasame, evacuated the dependents ef eur perscanei there 
aud erdered additions! military aaits to etand by on aa alert basis. 

ἢ Sevends, our aliies in beth NAT > aad the OAS have been alerted, 
the call few the OAS mesting to which I referred has already goae aut; 
eur case against this serious threat to peace will be presented te the JN; and 
we shali, ia additica, shertly coavese a Caribbean security meeting tol work 
out ceeperative means of nalcing the cleadestize mervemecnt δέ subversive 


agents and materiale between Cube and Latia America. 


ete 

Φ δυο 14m asking Seviet Chairmoa Kurcahehev, whe will 
churtiy be soming to ie Jared Nations anecting in New Tork, to mest 4. 
with me at the cartiest eppertuaity with respect te fits prevecatte threat 
to werld peace 6866 te the relations between cur two countries. ‘ve 40 
act wish te war with the Soviet Unies -- we are ἃ peaceful poeple whe 
aesire te live (8 peace with all ether peepies. I am prepared te discucs wth 
the Seviet Vhairman -- and cur spokesmen are prepared te discuss in the 
Jaited Natleas -- hew beth sides might remeve existing tensions inetend of 
creating new ences. “We would be prepared to discuss the pecsibédtics of ἃ 
neutral and independent Cubs{ iree freuen lareign baces ef any Hed enditees )_- 
te determine tte own destiny. This astion's coastractive and hepatel attttade 


toward the remeval ef teasious was mest recently shown ia our acquiescence 


ia the Irsaian Ceverament's aanquscemesnt that it would ποὶ permit the 
eotablishment of foreign miesile bases apes ite territery. &% has Deen shawn 


in eur efforts te end the arme race and to eliminate all overseas bases ia a 


Ole sac ee el L 


(air and effective treaty. [Bet we will set acgetiate with a gun at eur heads -- 
ἃ gta that enperits inmecest Cubase as well δα Americeas.| Jur wy werd is: 
“‘negetiation yes, laitimidatieon ao’. That is why this lamet communist threat -- 


“ 


or cay other threat which 446 made either independently or in respease to 
ow ὑδεβιοάν.- -οδδ and will be met with dstermiaation, Aad, ἰβοτοίοτο, 
while any telke ze en, cur forces aii over the world will be alert -- sad the 
pleckade will remaia. Aay soviet show of force at Berlin, fer wample, vill 


be met ia BSerliag by wactevwur ection ie wutand -- aitseugh eay such © ovict 
respease, ceabhamtepmasiidg μὲ me mace clea, could a6t yeesibiy be justities 
or compared te eur blockade, inasmuch as the Nectera Aliies have uever 
imported πῆρα strategic weapons iate “est Berlina. 
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Pinay. t have directod ths σῦν 85γν)66 Kiermation Agency 
ee ene aft eradieiée receurces in waking clear cur pecition te the cagtive 
people of Cake. We have ne quarre, with the Caban people, only sympathy 
and hege. They did act consent (ὁ the building of this target fer enciesr wer. 
Their lives and land are being used 50 powns by thece whe deny thom 
Greedem. Ve hare as wish te war 66 them, of impoes aay cy stem apes 
them. Our objective, on the contrary, is te give them back the dream of 
their ewa reveintien -- the dream of liberty aad justice for afi which ΚΔαῖ 
Castve repudiated when ke celd them cout te the comauniste whe mby cow 
6612 Lim eut in ture. Many times ία the past the Caben poeple have sien 
to throw out tyraste, fereign aad domestic, whe destroyed their tieecty and 
expletted their ecenemy. Aad! have ae doubt that the vast mejority of 
Cubans teday loeke ferward te the time whes they will ence again be {ree -- 
fzvee to choose their own leaders, te select theit own syttern, to cwn their 
own lead, te epeak aad write and worship witheat fear or degradation. ur 
aation's beste chjective ia the world is peace aad freedeca -- sad that 
iuchades the youse sad freedem ef the Cuban peagie. 

: ry s Φ 

Ἐὰν δου οἰδίοοισι ict ne ene dount thet thie te 4 difficait cad 
dangerous effast aon which we have set out. Noe one cana foreses precisely 
what courece {¢ wil take or what cosets or casunitéies will be incurred. - any 
c-2eths of sacrifice cud Jef -dicctptine He ehesd -- months in which beth our 
wili end eur patience will ze tected by those whe weuld have us de «ore 


aad these whs would have us do less. 8. the gach we have chosen fer the 


-9 
presents 4ὁ sgerarerended by my priarsyel -nilitery 0d forcign policy 
advieane, 0s consistent with our character ead courage 0s ἃ settee, and 
ear commitments areund the world. The ceet of freeder: is always high -- 
bet Ansersicens have siweys paid ft. Ove poth we chall never choose -- 
the path ef surrender or subaissten. | tell yeu, thercfere, thet these 
cisation sow ta Cube witl sakiotey go -- end oo ethers will take thelr place. - ἡ 
Ours goal ts not the victory of might but the vindication of right -- 
aot peace δέ the expense of freedom, vut beth peace and freedom, here fa 
this Hemisphere, and hepefally areund the world. Cod willing, at gent 


will be achieved. 


TRANSCRIBED PAGES FOLLOW 


10/20/62 


Good evening, my fellow citizens: 


This Government, as promised, has maintained the closest surveillance 
of the communist military build-up on the island of Cuba. Only within the 
last week, unmistakable evidence has established the fact that a series of 
offensive nuclear missile bases is now under intensive preparation on that 
unhappy island. 

Four and possibly five of these bases are Medium Range Ballistic 
Missile sites, containing 4 launchers each, with two missiles to be loaded 
on each launcher. Each of these 32 missiles is capable of carrying a 3000 
pound nuclear warhead of 2 megatons in yield or more - at least 100 times 
as destructive as the bomb which destroyed Hiroshima - for a distance of 
more than 1000 nautical miles. Each of these 32 missiles, in short, is 
capable of wiping out Washington, D.C., the Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, Mexico City, or any other city in the Southeastern part of the 
United States, in central America or in the Caribbean area. 

Eight other launch pads now under construction in two separate sites 
appear to be designed for sixteen Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles - 
capable of travelling more than twice as far and causing several times as 
much destruction - and thus capable of devastating most of the United 
States mainland, most of Latin America, and most of Canada. In addition, 
large numbers of medium range jet bombers, capable of carrying nuclear 
weapons, are now being created on Cuba, while appropriate air bases are 
being prepared. 

This urgent transformation of Cuba into a prime strategic base by the 
presence of these large, long-ranye and clearly offensive weapons of sudden 
destruction constitutes an open threat to the peace and security of all the 


a 


Americas - in naked and deliberate defiance of the Rio Pact of 1947, 

the traditions of this nation and Hemisphere, the Joint Resolution of the 
87th Congress and my own warnings to the communists on September 4 and 
13. This action also contradicts the repeated assurances of Soviet and 
Cuban spokesmen, both publicly and privately delivered, that the arms 
build-up in Cuba would retain its original defensive character. 

The size of this undertaking makes clear that it had been planned 
some months ago. Yet only last month, after I had clearly stated that 
ground-to-ground missiles would be regarded as an offensive threat, the 
Soviet Government stated that "the armaments and military equipment 
sent to Cuba are designed exclusively for defensive purposes", that "there 
is no need for the Soviet Union to shift its weapons ... for a retaliatory 
blow (that is, its strategic or offensive weapons) to any other country, 
for instance Cuba," and that "the Soviet Union has so powerful rockets to 
carry these nuclear warheads that there is no need to search for sites for 
them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union." 

Only last Thursday, as this offensive build-up was going on, Soviet 
Foreign Minister Gromyko told me in my office that he was instructed to 
make it clear once again, as he said the Soviet Government had already 
done, that Soviet assistance to Cuba "pursued solely the purpose of 
contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba" that "training by Soviet 
specialists of Cuban nationals in handling defensive armaments was by 
no means offensive." and that "if it were otherwise, the Soviet Government 


would have never become involved in rendering such assistance." 


The United States of America need not and cannot tolerate 
{ ? 1 deception and offensive threats on the part of any nation, large 
or small. We no longer live in a world where only the actual firing of 
weapons represents a sufficient challenge to a nation’s security to 
constitute an "armed attack" under Article 51 of the UN Charter. 
Nuclear weapons are so destructive, and ballistic weapons are so swift, 
that any increased possibility of their use or any sudden change in the 
nature of their threat may well require an act of self-defense. 

For many years, both the Soviet Union and the United States - 
recognizing this principle - have deployed such weapons with great 
care, never upsetting the precarious status quo which balanged off the 
use of these weapons in the absence of some vital challenge. These 
deployments are not, of course, comparable. Our own weapons systems, 
such as Polaris and Minuteman, have never been secretly transferred to 
the territory of any other nation, and they have aiways emphasized 
invulnerability - because they are intended to be retaliatory not 
offensive, and because our history, unlike that of the Soviets since World 
War II - demonstrates that we have no desire to dominate or conquer 
other nations or impose our system upon them. Nevertheless, American 
citizens have become adjusted to living daily on the bull’s eye of Soviet 
missiles located inside the USSR or in submarines. In that sense, our 


danger today has not been greatly increased. 


But this sudden, secret and extraordinary build-up of communist 
missiles in an area well-known to have a special and historical 
relationship to the United States, in violation of Soviet assurances, in 
departure from the Soviet practice of American and hemispheric policy, is a 
provocative and unjustified change in the status quo which cannot be 
accepted by this country, if our courage and our commitments are ever to be 
believed in the future by either friend or foe. 

If the 1930’s taught us any lesson at all, it was that aggressive 
conduct, if allowed to grow unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately leads 
to war. This nation is opposed to war. We are also true to our word. Our 
unswerving objective, therefore, must be to take whatever steps are 
necessary to prevent the use of these missiles against this or any other 
country, and to secure the withdrawal or elimination of these missiles from 
within the Western Hemisphere. I am informing President Dorticos of Cuba 
and Soviet Chairman Khrushchev by separate messages already dispatched. 

Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own security and that of the 
entire Western Hemisphere, and with the authority entrusted in me by the 
Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution of the Congress, I have directed 
that the following initial steps be taken immediately: 

1) First: to halt this offensive build-up, there is to be initiated 
a full blockade on all offensive weapons under shipment to Cuba, -ncluding 


any material such as petroleum which is essential to the operation of those 


weapons. Such a blockade can clearly be authorized both by the requirements 
of U.S. self-defense and by the Organ of Consultation of the Organization 
of American States, acting under Article 6 and 8 of the Rio Treaty and 

this year’s Punta del Este Resolution. All ships bound for Cuba, from 
whatever nation or port, will be halted and searched - and those which 

are found to contain cargoes of weapons, and those which refuse to halt, 
will be dealt with appropriately under the rules of international law. Such 
a blockade may be extended, if needed, to any other types of cargo or 
carrier. And let me make it clear that his blockade will not only prevent 
completion of the current offensive build-up on Cuba. It will also require 
the Soviet Union to choose between fighting the American Navy in American 
waters, or abandoning its obligations to Mr. Castro. It will also have ina 
comparatively short time, a profound effect on the military, economic and 
political underpinnings of the Castro regime, and it will be continued, I 
can assure you, until all missiles and offensive bases are gone from that 
island. 

2) Second: I have directed our military forces to continue and 
increase close surveillance of Cuba and its military build-up, as 
contemplated in the OAS Communiqué of October 6, to take further military 
action if that build-up continues, threatens and so requires, and to 
include these air and missile bases on the targeting system of our 


strategic and retaliatory forces. 


3) Third: It shall be the policy of this nation to regard any 
missile launched from Cuba as an attack by the Soviet Union requiring a 
massive retaliatory response upon the Soviet Union. 

4) Fourth: We shall urge the UN and the OAS to demand r-~oval 
of these offensive weapons, and the prompt dispatch of an international 
inspection team to make certain that this is done. 

5) Fifth: To bring further economic pressure on the Castro 
regime, and increase its heavy cost to the Soviet Union, I am issuing a 
directive - following up the embargo on U.S. trade which I imposed 
last February - designed to deter the ships of all nations which trade with 
the United States from ferrying arms or communist cargoes of any kind 
to Cuba. Tight restrictions on American flag ships went into effect last 
month; and all American shipments and freights to Cuba are now to be 
halted. 

6) Sixth: As a necessary military precaution, I have reinforced 
our base at Guantanamo, evacuated the dependents of our personnel there 
and ordered additional military units to stand by on an alert basis. 

7) Seventh: Our allies in both NATO and the OAS have been alerted, the 
call for the OAS meeting to which I referred has already gone out; our 
case against this serious threat to peace will be presented to the UN; and 
we shall, in addition, shortly convene a Caribbean security meeting to work 
out cooperative means of halting the clandestine movement of subversive 


agenzs and materials between Cuba and Latin America. 


8) Eighth: I am asking Soviet Chairman Khrushchev, who will 
shortly be coming to the United Nations meeting in New York, to meet 
with me at the earliest opportunity with respect to this provocative threat 
to world peace and to the relations between our two countries. We do 
not wish to war with the Soviet Union - we are a peaceful people who desire 
to live in peace with all other peoples. I am prepared to discuss with the 
Soviet Chairman - and our spokesmen are preparec to discuss in the 
United Nations - how both sides might remove existing tensions instead of 
creating new ones. We would be prepared to discuss the possibilities of a 
neutral and independent Cuba, free from foreign bases of any kind and free 
to determine its own destiny. This nation’s constructive and hopeful 
attitude toward the removal of tensions was most recently shown in our 
acquiescence in the Iranian Government’s annnouncement that it would not 
permit the establishment of foreign missile bases upon its territory. It 
has been shown in our efforts to end the arms race and to eliminate all 
overseas bases in a fair and effective treaty. But we will not negotiate 
with a gun at our heads - a gun that imperils innocent Cubans as well as 
Americans. Our byword is: "negotiation yes, intimidation no." That is why 
this latest communist threat - or any other threat which is made either 
independently or in response to our blockade - must and will be met with 
determination. And, therefore, while any talks qo on, our forces all over 
the world with be alert - and the blockade will remain. Any Soviet show of 
force at Berlin, for example, will be met in Berlin by whatever action is 
needed - although any such Soviet response, let me make clear, could not be 
possibly jusified or compared to our blockade, inasmuch as the Western 


allies have never imported strategic weapons into West Berlin. 


9) Finally: I have directed the United States Information Agency 
to use all available resources in making clear our position to the captive 
people of Cuba. We have no quarrel with the Cuban people, only sympathy 
and hope. They did not consent to the building of this target for nuclear 
war. Their lives and land are being used as pawns by those who deny them 
freedom. We have no wish to war on them, or impose any system upon 
them. Our objective, on the contrary, is to give them back the dream of 
their own revolution - the dream of liberty and justice for all which Fidel 
Castro repudiated when he sold them out to the communists who may now 
sell him our in turn. Many times in the ~ast the Cuban people have risen 
to throw out tyrants, foreign and domestic, who destroyed their liberty and 
exploited their economy. And I have no doubt that the vast majority of 
Cubans today look forward to the time when they will once again be free - 
free to choose their own leaders, to select their own system, to own their 
own land, to speak and write and worship without fear or degradation. Our 
nation’s basic objective in the world is peace and freedom - and that 


includes the peace and freedom of the Cuban people. « 


My tellow citizens, let no one doubt that this is a difficult and 
dangerous effort on which we have set out. No one can foresee precisely 
what course it will take or what costs or casualties will be incurred. Many 
months of sacrifice and self-discipline lie ahead - months in which both 


our Will and our patience will be tested by those who would have us do more 


and those who would have us do less. But the path we have chosen for the 


present, as recommended by my principal military and foreign policy 

advisers, is consistent with our character and courage as a nation, and our 

commitments around the world. The cost of freedom is always high - 

but Americans have always paid it. One path we shall never choose - 

the path of surrender or submission. I tell you, therefore, that these 

missiles now in Cuba will someday go - and no others will take their place. 
Our goal is not the victory of might but the vindication of right - 

not peace at the expense of freedom, but both peace and freedom, here in 

this Hemisphere, and hopefully around the world. God willing, this goal 


will be achieved. 


